„e as we ould be dne by, | 
the Conſideration of its ex- | 
g Peace in the Mind, and 
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T ig Sermon /pu EY at the 
n jueſt of ſev ns who 
* it, is with — de- 
1 ſubmitted to your _— 
This I do the more willingly, as 

knowing that you are neither apt to 
find fault, nor in cenſuring any 


performance, which you have reaſon | 


to believe well 3 Give me 
leave, Sir, to aſſure you, that my in- 
tention was ſuch, and Þ hope that 


this will be achnited as an excuſe for 


any imperfection in the diſcourſe. 

he I might juſtly expatiate on 

the many eminent virtues with which 

you are endued, ſuch as — 
an 


EN 


and compaſſion for the unfortunate, 


and readineſs to help all who ſtand in 
any need of aſſiſtance. But I forbear, 


knowing chat minds M youry ec! 
more pleaſure in doing good actions, 


* than: in heating * 
experience of your endvur a = 
neroſity, cannot without being guilty 
of the breach of gratitude, piſs over 
a tydbts Which 
yqu have ſo bountifully beſtowed bn 
mb, gar 1 * the Hodour to 


| mit trol and fed gue" 
. wt obliged, and * e 
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7 "HIS rule of ching to aber bs wal 1 
bey /hould h to us, is lo reaſonable and 

N in its elf, that unleſs men are vi- 
Hough the prevailing power of (elf- 

love, or Feng gen in 1 of ſome avari- 
cious or darling pafſion, muſt readily 
conſent to the e alksblebeſ⸗ oy en duty, and 
vrithout any doubts or ſcruples immediately 
ſet about the performance of it. This bene- 
7 precept of out bleſſed Saviour is wrote 
n every man's breaſt, is ſo plain and legible, 
this it needs no comment nor wants any 
other interpreter than his 'own preſſing exi- 
genees and continital. neceſſities to explain 
and inforce the oblization. Moreover, this 
rule of equity is founded on the immutable 
law of Juſtice, which is the ſupreme vertue 
of human life and moſt reſplendent glory of 
our intellectual nature, and comes up gradu- 
ally to reſemble in 4 degree the glorious at- 
tributes of the Deity; by it we are command- 
ed to do what reaſon requires, and omit no 
duty that it enjoins; for then we ſhall be in- 
* to practice 1 dur civil and domeſtic 


con- 


[6H 
concerns with peace, e and . 


plauſe.._ Acting as we. 
rent ſtations of life, we 1 the 
approbation of all with whom we have to 
do, and be able to maintain a good under- 
ſtanding among men. 
The dealing by one another abi law of 
right directs, will = Wan ſuch adelightful har- 
mony among rational and intelligent beings 
as will recommend us to.the unerring 
buter of all things, and make us acce gc. 
to the ſupreme Lord of eee n 
rt world in 3 rde N 
finally adminiſter the laws 2 truth © apes 
equity and im artiality: So that according to 
he — ion ar, our Sine legiſlator, he only 
ſhould be reputed truly religious who is the 
moſt righteous, for chriſtian righteouſneſs is. 
not to be meaſured by the rigor of the law, 
but by that general rule of equity delivered 
by the juſt and merciful [Redeemer of the 
world, <obatſoever ye would that men ſhould do to 
ont, 40 ye even fo to them, fer this is the law and | 
the prephets ; that is, true chriſtian love and 
benevolence is not confind to thoſe of our 
own party, nor reſtrained to the narrow, li- 
mits of our family, but is communicative 
and alſo diſintereſted and free, without any 
guile or ſelfiſh views or advantagious deſigns 
by ferving others to ſerve ourſelves ; there- 
fore, if we would act agreeably to the Gol- , 
pel ſcheme, and the generous example of our 
muniticent maſter, we muſt do good | to all, 
it 


7-] 
it matters not to 425 whether: they are 
members of the — church or of a con- 


trary perſuaſion, be cir differences hat 


"they Will, they are men mul e de Rt. 
litude of God, and ranſomed with the preci- 
ous'blood of Chrilt; for which reaſons they 
22 jects of our regard, and we ought not 
hold a ane from them that 
W can convenientl 1 P f pare, but render to 
every man his juſt due, and ſo to order and 
proportion our charity as right reaſon ſhall 
direct and require. Had this rule been ſtrict- 
ly obſerved, all that bigotry and ſuperſtition, 
all thofe horrid rebellions and barbarous maſ- 
ſacres, which have ſtained the chriſtian world 
with blood would have been intirely pre- 
vented; and we ſhould have had no occaſion 
to commemorate the mournful tragedy which 
was acted on this day, by wicked and blood 
men, whom nothing would fatisfy 
but to imbrue their hands in the blood of 
their lawful lovereign, and the utter deſtruc- 
tion of monarchy ; but leſt I ſhould create 
diſturbance in the | breaſt of any one in this 
audience by relating the deteſtable fact, I 
willingly draw a veil over the cruel and in- 
human action, and proceed to ſhow, that it 
is wholly owing to our breaking in upon this 
unalterable law of right, and a diſregard to 
thoſe divine principles which the God of na- 
ture has engraven in our fouls, that this 
world is become the ſeat of anarchy and con- 
fuſton, 18 


B 2 All 


| 


All :mankind are. Ay pringi 

x d 2 le 
of; A and underſtanding by the. a 

ent author of their beings, Which. will by 
reflection, enable ty to diſcern the beauty 
of doing what. js right, and acquaint. them 
with the pleaſure and ſatisfaction that muſt 
3 follow the co and faithful 
dif £ This rule of truth and equi 
14 15 0 off 'extenfive a nature, that it deſcends 


om the throne to the cattage. 1 7 65 
prince to protect his ſubjects, ard keeps him 
from encroaching: upon the liberties. of his 
people. It ſecures the ſubject in obedience 
to his prince, and makes him. ſteadi to 
perſevere in his allegiance. 
This rule of action does not only adjuſt 
and ſettle our deportment towards one an- 
other, but it ſo prompts. us to the exerciſe of 
the ſeveral duties we owe to ourſelves and 
our Neighbour, that the violation of it muſt 
unavoidably. diſturh the beautiful order of 
nature, ſubvert the being of ſociety, and 
change this ſtage of lite into a theatre of 
ſtrife and contention ; by, Which means no 
one will be able to keep his juſt rights, or 
preſerve his legal property any longer 
another has it in his power to oppreſs him, 
or an opportunity by art to force, from 
what he had a lawful right, to detain. 12 
through our continual acting in appoſition,ta 
the principles of true religion, we muſt of 
conſequence deſtroy, God's moral govern- 
ment, and make 5 vm a ſcene of K 
an 


te 


[FEo! 
and Oppreſſion, a truce rẽpreſentation of War 
N i 1 behold all 

Order and 1 
— ſuhſiſted —— — tanding 
creatures, torn up by civil Feuds, inteſtine 
_Heats; and continual Diſſenſions. This moſt 
greatly pr ey the: human heart, and ſei 
peaceable ſoul to ſee the 
Ko _ A once, wal regulated king- 
dom, become intire ſtrangers to ID 
of righteouſneſs; and utterly 2 
With that tenderneſs and compi 
Nr. —.— to have for one ano 


were N in times paſt by — = 
Jaws;of Juſtice = 0 597 8 
Mien by abuſing the of their ſouls, 


and pervertin the. faculties of their bodies 
are ſo — buſted in the ſervice of ini- 


quity, that they cannot hearken to the pow 


erful commands of truth. And though theſe : 


faculties were beſtowed upon — the 


beneficient parent of the univerſe, to the in- 


tent that they ſhould be em ployed as inſtru- 
ments to promote ſobriety 1 temperance 
here, and uſed as means to prepare us for 
that ſtate of perfect bleſs and concord which 


exiſts eternally in the realms: of glory here- 


after: yet, they are induſtriouſly employed to 
ſupport the eauſe of iniquity, and carry on 
the moſt pernicious deſigns. Theſe things 


muſt be — to a truly 8 
mund, 


ö 
0 
ö 
ö 
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mind, and very offenſive to God; whoſe de- 
light is only among ſuch as live in unity, 


and love, and in the conſtant exerciſe 
of all moral and ſocial vertues. 
From what has been ſaid, we may 
thoroughly convinced of the dreadful Mi- 
chief which enſues when men depart from 
the law of reaſon ; and that all the wicked- 
neſs in the world, muſt be entirely aſcribed 
to our not keeping the ſenſitive appetites un- 
der the power thereof. Moreover, we fre- 
quently feel the ſad effects of granting our 
wild paſſions an illegal gratification; becauſe 
they commonly diſtract the ſoul, and put 
furious creatures upon ſuch deſperate 

jects to obtain their inſatiable deſires, as of- 
ten makes the human ſpecies ſenſible of its 
terrible conſequences: therefore we ſhould 
be very aſſiduous in ſuppreſſing our exorbi- 
tant appetites, and uſe all poſſible methods to 
reduce them to obedience; leſt they ſhould 
get the aſcendent over our intellectual facul- 
ties, and dethrone the noble principles of 
reaſon ; for when men have got looſe from the 
government of truth, they think themſelves 
under no obligation to obey its faithful ad- 
monitions; but are at liberty to do whatever 
their finful luſts require, without paying any 
regard to the ſecret reproofs of conſcience. 
When the paſſions of men are onee in- 
flamed, they care not what acts of violence 
they commit, nor do revengeful ſpirits heed 
how outragiouſly they behave —— _ 
1 ellow 


— 
* — — — > — 


ing — or ſex, quality or rank, but 
trample XXL them. io k is with a 
— — wo . difference between 
virtuous e, nor 
mote reſpect to — ofa . 
nity, than to thoſe in the loweſt Ron, he if 
can but diſcharge his malice upon the objects 
of his wrath, he values not — in- 
n And 
barity not always termi-- 
— the ruin of ſuch only as are the mark. 
of his angry reſentment; yet, he is reſolved 
upon executing his direful diſpleaſure, even 
at the expence and hazard of his own life. 
Theſe — circumſtances men are 
frequently plunged into, by not ſubmitting 
e forcible power of Juſtice and Equity. 
Likewiſe, all that. diſorder introduced into the 
mind, is occaſioned by the — of tu- 
multuous paſhions, and their r the: 
unerring re of truth, w nich is ms | 
ready to cad: aint — 
thing that makes for their peace and tranquil- 
From this ſource ariſes contempt of 
the Maj jeſty of God. The want of reverence. 
for the ſacred laws of the Deity, and theſe 
wicked reſolutions of not hearkning to, 
and obeying of, the divine commands. All 
which evils are the reſult of a diſobedient 
and rebellious mind. This is the IE L 
om 


[=] 
from whence proceed blaſphemy and impie- 
ch, lying and perjury;' together wich that un- 
natural enmity which is too often curriet dii 
in. private families to the deſtruction, not on- 

1 5 thoſe in being, but alſo the ruin of their 
poſer. It is for want of attending tothe! 

uity, and the not 'complying:with? 
the infallible 5 mju nctions of truth, chat ambia 
tious Princes commonly engage in war, and 
cruel Tyrants through diſregarding its equita- 
ble precepts, are encouraged to encounter 
the moſt barbarous enterprizes. This is the 
cauſe that imperious Emperors have made 
ſuch vaſt ſlaughter among men; that E 
communities and kingdoms have been d 
pulated, and the moſt beautiful and — 
provinces reduced to ſo low a condition, that 
the ſmall number of inhabitants left were 
never able to recover their riches, or meyer” 
their former glory. 

Reaſon is the brighteſt perfeftion of che 
Deity, and chiefeſt excellency of the rational 
ſoul; by this divine principle we are taught 
to exerciſe Juſtice and Equity; but if once 
this ray of the divinity in man is diſarmed of 
its power, then its authority is ſlighted and 
deſpiled, and the criminal takes the liberty 
to indulge his vicious inclinatiors, without 
ever limiting the vchement deſires of nature. 
Thus he continues to humour his boiſterous 
paſſions, not conſidering the Miſchief that 
will inevitably follow, their not being ſubs7 
** to the ſacred direction of truth, by which 


means 
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and modeſty! that he breaks 


1 31 


means he becomes ſo imſenſible of chan, 


bonds of human ſociety, bears down all before 
him, and does as much as in him Hes change 
che tribes of intellis ' beings intd*Herds of 


brutal creatures. When ten have this vios 


letitly broke-through'the'rules' of tectitude, 
they involve themſelves in the utmoſtimiſery; 
and Ike beaſts of prey they bite and devour 
one another; ſo that this world Which was 
defigned for 4 habitation of righteoufneſs, is 
by contumacious offenders turned 4 Wilder- 
neſs of wild, deſperate ſavages, where neither 
the fights of God, nor the 
can be ſecured from the infolence of thoſe 
foris of 'crnelty and blood-thirſty Ubertines, 
who no more regard the lives of their fellow 
features, than do fo many cannibals.” © 
Long contracts with” habits of fin, ener- 
vine the ome 15 virtue, blind our under 
ſtanding; ejudice our judgr nent in fa- 
vour o om to uch a degree, that re be- 


come incapable of rightly uſiin g our rational 


faculties. This ſhould caution” us 9 


 romplying with any thing that is evil, leſt 


our precipitant wills head us into the intri- 


cate mazes of error, and we become familiar 


with the deſtructive power of iniquity. When 
men have gained an intimacy with the ene- 
mies of truth, they are Aften ſo corrupted 


with their poiſoncus inſtructions, that the 


moſt moving e are not ſufficient to 
divert them from pong thoſe noxious prin- 


ciples 


141 


eiples in execution. If men are inflexably 


- - - - 


any ſuch evil principles; or intended to de- 
ſtroy the King, or make this nation the ſeat 
of war and oppreſſion: yet, its greatly to be 
feared, by what followed, that the actions of 
the general part proceeded from no other 
views, than their own private intereſt and 
advancement to power. Becaufe, had honour 
and Honeſty, the good of their country, and 
advantage of their fellow creatures, been the 
prevailing ſpring of action, they muſt have 
produced quite different effects from what 
they did. For reafon teaches, that the mat- 
ter is ſo ordered by the wiſdom of provi- 

| J- £2 hh dence 
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— 
dence in the ordinary courſe of things, that 
effects do produce good actions, and 
that bad effects are the ſource of evil acti- 
ons; this truth, both reaſon and experience 
does abundantly confirm. Therefore, let us 
ſtrictly adhere to the practice of moral vir- 
tue, and never deviate from the rules of un- 
alterable rectitude, but live in conſtant obe- 
dience to the profitable injunctions of our 
rational powers, Becauſe theſe immutable 
rules are the fame at all times, and in all 
places. Beſides, there is nothing in this 
world can make us abſolutely miſerable, ex- 
cept acting contrary to the order of the uni- 
verſe, and indulging perverſe diſpoſitions; 
neither is there S We us 
truly happy, but the continual obſervation 
of rational truths, and the exerciſe of ſuch 
duties as infinite wiſdom has appointed, to 
inforce the obligation of them. The ſteady 
obſervance of thoſe rules, will preſerve that 
delightful harmony of love and good- will, 
which ought to ſubſiſt among reaſonable be- 
ings, and we ſhall experience the benefits of 
thoſe invaluable bleſſings to our inexpreſſible 
ſatisfaction and comfort. i 
We muſt not permit our jarring paſſions 
to invade the dominion of reaſon, left they 
ſhould raiſe a mutiny in the mind and ſup- 
reſs its divine authority. Did men but ex- 


perimentally feel the ſatisfactory pleaſure of 


doing what is right, they would never be pre- 
vailed on to do any thing that is wrong. 
C2 Our 
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po frequently aſſaulted; but alſo we ſhall 


ſeſt with a ſubſtantial good, and ſuch a A 
5 1 57 able 


1470 1 
rable felicity as can never be A eſtroyed 
Theſe things diſcover the folly. of luck as 
Apes to cmoy either preſent or future bleff. 
edneſs, without diſcharging faithfully, the 
ſeveral: duties they owe to God and their 
neighbour; becauſe to act coptrary to thoſe 
laws which the ſupreme being has eſtabliſh- 
ed, is to deſtroy. + deſign. of our creation, 
and render ourſelyes unworthy that eminent 
ſtation in which providence has placed us, 
by ſinking our natures into the low conditi- 
on of brutes. So tliat if we would obtain 
true happineſs, or ſupport ourſelves in that 
; honourable rank of beings weare in, it muſt 

be by ſtrictly obſerving thoſe rules of reaſon 
and conſcience, which are as durable as our 
natures, and determined by the bountiful 
author of them, to be a guide and director 
to all his reaſonable creatures, during the 
longeſt period of time, and the endleſs ages 
of eternity. Therefore, let none propoſe any 
inward peace to himſelf from ſenſual gratis 
fications, or the performance of any thin 
but what is equitable and juſt. If men 5 
enjoy a laſting felicity it muſt proceed from 
the exerciſe of religion, the ſenſe of their 
makers favour, and the hopes of being 
crowned with unperiſhing- glory. The ſa» 
tisfaction ariſing from the belief and practiſe 
of theſe things, will alleviate the weight of 
every trouble, and abide by us, when the 
fervour of the affections ſhall grow cold and 
lapguid, virtue will be a reviving light with= 


in, 
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in, when all is dark and gloomy without, 
Were men but univerſally reſolved to 
obey the command mentioned in the text, 
the plan of God's moral government would 
be perfectly reſtored. The great end of our 
redemption by Chriſt intirely anſwered, and 
all mankind would live in unity and love, 
and this world be, what providence intend- 
ed it to be, a paradiſe of rational pleaſures, 
and a kingdom of ſocial and benign beings. 
1 have ſhewn that all the real 1 
which is to be had in this life, is b tie con- 
ſtant diſcharge of our duty, and that all the 
malevolence and want of good will towards 
one another, muſt be aſcribed to our diſre- 
garding that chriſtian precept of doing as ae 
defire to be done by. For which reaſon, let us 
baniſh out of our minds acrimony and bitter- 
neſs of ſpirit, and bury in oblivion all our 
party quarrels and debates. If men would 

but eradicate all thoſe malignant roots of 
contention; they no longer would diſpute 
ſo vehemently about the externals of religion, 
but all riſe as one man, and ſtrive who ſhall 
exert himſelf moſt in the cauſe of internal 
piety; in the love of God and our neighbour, 
which is the life and ſoul, the eſſence and 
fpirit of all true religion. I ſpeak it with 
great concern, and do verily believe, if the 
teachers of the ſeveral denominations of 
chriſtians did leſs infiſt on the ſingular doc- 
trines and peculiar forms of their own ſect, 
and were more ardent in inculcating the ob- 
ſervance 
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ſervance of univerſal righteouſnefs and diſ- 
intereſted benevolence, debauchery and pro- 
phaneſs would ſoon decline, and we ſhould 


quickly ſee honeſty and ſincerity abound 


anong us. Therefore, let us not make ri- 
tual ſervices equally ſacred with God and 


' goodneſs, extenſive mercy and love. Be- 


cauſe, without the exerciſe of theſe amiable 
and moral yirtues, all our pretences to reli- 
gion are but a fraudulent maſk, drawn over 
the moſt ſhameful and flagrant hypocriſy. 
Let us not deal deceitfully with God, 
whoſe penetrating eye pervades the world, 
and ſearches the moſt private receſſes of our 
ſouls, or act treacherouſly with our brethren, 
but do in all reſpects by them as we would 
have them do by us; leſt ſome unforeſeen 
ſtroke from the hand of providence ſhould 
ſuddenly come upon us, and in the midſt of 
our — plunge us into a woeful 
eternity. | 
Let us uſe all poffible means to preſerve 
peace and unanimity in our borders, that we 
may be kind and affectionate to thoſe, who 
differ from us in matters of religon, and 
treat them with the ſame candour and love 
which we defire they ſhould treat us with, 
were we in their ſituation, for we are all the 
children of one common parent, who has 
made of one blood all nations of the earth, 
and before whoſe awful tribunal we ſhall all 
ſhortly appear. 
If we deſire to enjoy the bleſſings of 


peace, 


[ 25 ] 
peace, and continue in the poſſelßen of out 
civil and religious rights, we muſt abhor and 
abominate the ſin of rebellion, and pay all 
dutiful allegiance to our gracious - ſovereign 
king George, whom the benevolent father of 
the univerſe his in great mercy placed upon 
the throne of *theſe kingdoms.” A p 

whoſe reſplendent virtues 2 Edlen qua- 
lities, can only be equalled by a few, but are 
not to be "excelled uz and who has all 
the juſtice in his nãture, that injured inno- 
cenee can wiſh for; all the benignity that 
penitent offenders can implore; but none 
that a vengeful cruelty which hurries delin- 
quents to judgment, or any of that unſea- 
ſonable compaſſion and lenity for the incor- 
rigible, which muſt neceſſarily intereept the 
ſtreams of juſtice; and binder them from 
flowing in the right channel: A prince who 
not only takes care. to reward his faithful 
friends, = is alſo more aſſiduous in ſecurs 
ing the liberfies of his people, than in pre- 
ferving the prerogative of the crown. Dur- 
mg his pf 880 reign, not one inſtance 
can be produced of having acted by deſpo- 
tick authority 3_ but all his proceedings are are 
by the rules of Parliament, as being the moſt 
ſure method to ſupport the ſubject in his 
undoubted privileges, and tranſmit the con- 
ſtitution ſafe with all its antient rights down 
to poſterity. Therefore, let us give him our 
hearts and affections; for ſo long as we ſted« 
faſtly adhere to his mild and juſt adminiſtra- 


tion, 


of envious' Pede hath 
N iel 1. ere blood in- 
ifitions, thoſe facredla ter Aus,” the 
of which are « * what 
ght occaſions fires of martyrdom arekindled, 
i millions murdered under pretence of 
er n 1 
Promote the welfare of the pretended 
catholick Church. Mr hte ke 
the *Romith' communion ' ſhould wear the 


\ Britiſs crown, which God grant that none 


.ever may; the church of England, which 
always Tooked ooked upon eech 
on, and a b ctuary to protect dif- 


In fine, pricey ppl eruly, = 
world that we are what we pretend to be, 


82 hearty friends to the illuftrious houſe of Han- 


over; that we do believe indeed what we 


| | *have i in the moſt ſolemn manner ſworn, we 


do believe, that the powers that be, are or- 
.dained * God, 4nd tha the ſole right is in 


his 


ous ſenſe of the words of teat, pon th 
Faith and belief of a chriſtian... | 
Let us not therefore, by any, t of vile 
1 monſtrous prevarication, 
lemneſt ties that the wiſdom of man can 
find out, no ties at all. Let us not refiſt the 
ordinance of God, but follow peace with all 
men, and holineſs, without which no ay 
ſhall-ſee- the Lord, and make no F 
for the fleſh to fulfil the luſt thereo nor al- 
low ourſelves in any corrupt or criminal i in- 
dulgences: for where ſin and iniquity are 
cheriſhed or kept alive, there will be 
ſtrife and envyings, confuſion, and every « 720 
work. Let us ſtudy to lead quiet and 
lives in all godlineſs and — 
form in our minds a due bin to * 
divine will, create the moſt ſincere and 
friendly harmony among ourſelves, and cſta- 
bliſh the moſt generous and extenſive mu- 
nificence to one another. When we are thus 
happily qualified to be uſeful members of 
ſociety ; then will God Almighty delight to 
do us good, make us happy in ourſelves, 
great in our king, and we 2 be the glo- 
rious inſtruments of eſtabliſhing in this our 
iſland, peace and happineſs, = and juſ- 
tice, real religion and *indifſembled picty to 
the lateſt generations. The obſervation of 
the aforeſaid duties, would Ls pre . c 
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